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Air Quality Thresholds of Significance – Odors 
 

 

 

The intensity of an odor source’s operations and its proximity to sensitive receptors 
influences the potential significance of odor emissions.  The District has identified some 
common types of facilities that have been known to produce odors in the San Joaquin 
Valley Air Basin.  These are presented in Table 6 (Screening Levels For Potential Odor 
Sources) along with a reasonable distance from the source within which, the degree of 
odors could possibly be significant. 
 
Table 6 (Screening Levels for Potential Odor Sources), can be used as a screening tool 
to qualitatively assess a project’s potential to adversely affect area receptors.  This list 
of facilities is not all-inclusive.  The Lead Agency should evaluate facilities not included 
in the table or projects separated by greater distances if warranted by local conditions or 
special circumstances. If the proposed project would result in sensitive receptors being 
located closer than the screening level distances, a more detailed analysis should be 
provided. 

 
Screening Levels for Potential Odor Sources 

 

Type of Facility Distance 

Wastewater Treatment Facilities 2 miles 

Sanitary Landfill 1 mile 

Transfer Station 1 mile 

Composting Facility 1 mile 

Petroleum Refinery 2 miles 

Asphalt Batch Plant 1 mile 

Chemical Manufacturing 1 mile 

Fiberglass Manufacturing 1 mile 

Painting/Coating Operations (e.g. auto body 
shops) 

1 mile 

Food Processing Facility 1 mile 

Feed Lot/Dairy 1 mile 

Rendering Plant 1 mile 

 
 

 


